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On Sima Qian’s Concept of Fate
LIU Ning YAN Pengei

( Research Center of Changan History and Culture Xian University Xian 710065 China)

Abstract  “Fate” a mysterious word is one of the most complex human puzzles. Shiji ( Historical Records) as
China’s first biographical general history and biographical literature permeated Sima Qian’s thinking of the Fate of
many historical figures. This paper focuses on Sima Qian’s complex and diverse concept of Fate from perspectives
of Natural Fatalism Manifest Destiny Causal theory and Historical Determinism. His thinking on the Fate was
complex and diverse formed by a variety of Fate concepts reflected throughout Shiji ( Historical Records) .
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