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Confucius’ Guiding Principle in Rule of Virtue; The whole world submitting to Benevolence
DING De-ke
(Economics and Finance School of Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710061, China)

Abstract Confucius regarded “benevolence” as the basic domain of Confucianism, and brought it into “rites”, thus
establishing a doctrine combining benevolencewith rites. Guided by the doctrine of benevolence and rites, he further
putforward his guiding principle of “rule of virtue” featuring the idea that theempire should be subjected to benevo-
lence. He advocated that the system of ritesof the Western Zhou should be restored, and a progressive feudal monar-
chy withritual and musical civilization in nature and realization of the multi— nationalmerge and unity should be es-
tablished. The thought of Confucius stressing the ruleof virtue, developed into a system by Mencius and Xunzi, be-
came mature in thetimes of Dong Zhongshu and Sima Qian, and therefore was pursued as thecountry —running theory
by the feudal monarchy.

Key words China’ s ancient thought history; Confucius; doctrine of benevolenceand rites
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